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News and views from Girlguiding Staffordshire  

From the County Commissioner . . .  
Wow! What a start to our centenary year! I feel sure that this event will live 
long in the memories all that were there. A huge ôThank Youõ to everyone     
involved in making this a great day.  
We are now on to the last minute preparations for the next event, the Brownie 
Holiday ð a Pirate Adventure. The pirate costume is packed, the treasure chests 
full and the sea shanties ready to be sung. It should be great fun. I hope that all 
leaders will have a fabulous year and are able to make time to enjoy all thatõs 
happening. Thank you for all you do.       Pauline  

INSIDE: 
Centenary Launch 

Party poster special  

Model Thanks 
A big thank you to all the people who 
so beautifully modelled the old  
uniforms at the Launch Party.    
 Denise Healey, Centenary Champion  

International Selection Fun  
Eighteen girls attended 
the County International 
Selection Weekend at 
Stockton Brook Scout and 
Guide Headquarters  
on 26-27 Sept 2009.  
The weekend included  
outdoor cooking,        

pioneering, a ready, steady cook challenge,  
kayaking, a campfire, hearing about other people's  
international experiences,  being woken up to bake 
muffins and scotch pancakes at midnight and caring 
for an "international friend" (an egg) for the     
weekend (unfortunately most of them did not make 
it intact to the Sunday afternoon!)  
 

Everyone agreed that the weekend had been great 
fun and many new friendships across the County 
have been made.  
 

More pictures in the gallery on the County website.  

Celebrate the Centenary at Unity 2010!  
Come and join the fun ñ31st July to 7th August 2010ñShugborough Hall, Stafford 

Visit www.girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to register your interest.  

Camp Challenge Celebration  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eccleshall District has been celebrating its 80 
years this year and one of the ways we chose 
to mark this occasion was with a Back to  
Basics Camp Day on the 4th July 2009  to show 
the  Rainbows, Brownies and Guides of  
Eccleshall and Woodseaves what camping 
used to be like.  
 

The dayõs programme included nature trails 
and wood collection, making camp food, 
crafts, gadgets and a good old fashioned 
campfire sing song to close the day.   
     Continued on p.4  
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Gazette and web site contributions to: publications@girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk  

Leadership Congratulations  
Congratulations to the following people who have completed 
their Leadership Qualification:  
 
Burton Division   Lapley Division 
Joni Mitchell    Sally Pitt  
Andrea Bridgwater   Jo Richards 
Elizabeth Neale    Luci Kendrick 
Claire Aisthorpe   Jane Tracey 
Leek Division   Lichfield Division  
Steph Cope    Barbara Mantle (Add. Module) 
Longton Division   Noreen Nugent 
Elaine Ainsworth   Louise Humphries 
Newcastle Division   Pam Ecob 
Ruth Wiggs    Colleen Ring 
Helen Staff    Hazel Pratt  
Sarah Totten   Rosemary Lawrence 
Stafford Division   Grace Michaelides 
Alex Swinscoe   Angela Olney 
Kerry Lawford   Julie Stuttard  
Jess Keitley    Amanda Ward 
Claire Jackson (Add. Module) Sally Ryan 
Stoke North Division  Katie Wallis 
Pat Clarke (Add. Module)  Tina Clachan 
Stoke South Division  Stacey Oldacre 
Sarah Jones    Betty McNeice 
Stone & Ecc. Division  Sarah Hems 
Linda Regan    Clare Starling 
Lynn Turner    Stone Outward Division 
Julie Thompson   Becky Salt 
Donna Borgman   Katherine Shanahan 
Tamworth Division   Threapwood Division 
Katie Sullivan   Janet Payne 
Kathryn Wright    Samantha Ward (Add. Module) 

Whatõs on? 
November  
Sun 8th   Camp and Holiday  
   Licence Preparation 
Wed 11th  Annual Review 
Friday 13th - 
Sunday 15th Brownie Takeover 
Wed 25th   Division International  
   Advisers Meeting 
Wed 25th  Commissioner Training 
December 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS! 
 

See the County Website for the complete 
calendar and further details of events.  

Bell Boat Regatta  
Saturday 19th September was the chosen date for this yearõs regatta held at our water activities base, Manor Park, 
Kings Bromley. The sun shone all day on the eleven teams who took part.   
 

In the Brownie section in the morning 1 st & 3rd Whittington Brownies combined to make one team and won the fancy 
dress element calling themselves ôEverything stops for Teaõ.  Rolleston Brownies were the ôChocolate Browniesõ and 
won both the races.  Afterwards, just for fun we roped the Bell Boats together and the two teams had a ôtug of warõ.  
The parents who had been extremely supportive all morning were invited to take part and so without any hesitation 
we had battle of the sexes ð mums against dads with the girls cheering them on.   
 

It was then time for the leaderõs event.  Four teams this year ð Whittington Wonder Women, The Jolly Rogers 
(County), Up the Creek (Threapwood Division) and Centenary Team (Uttoxeter Division). The Wonder Women won the 
fancy dress.  The race times were so close ð only one second between each team but Uttoxeter Division just pipped 
Threapwood to the finishing line.   
 

After all the excitement of the leaderõs race the Guides took to the boats.  Five teams this year ð 3rd Whittington 
(Hogwarts). 1st Whittington (Fairy Dust), Kingsley Holt (Team Tiny), 1 st Uttoxeter (Crystal Palace), and 2 nd Rocester 
(Penguins).  They had all made real efforts with their fancy dress costumes but Hogwarts (3 rd Whittington) was 
judged to be the best and they also won the races.  The times were very close and all teams enjoyed the            
competition.  On the way home members of one team were heard to be planning their costumes for next year!  
 

Thanks must go once again to our instructors and helpers on the day ð we couldnõt put on the event without them. 
 

Margaret Smith  

Continued from p.1  

We saw an article in the Guiding magazine 
about the Campfire Challenge so I 
downloaded the booklet and gave it to our 
Camp Day organiser Tracey who looked at 
it and was as enthusiastic as I was about 
incorporating it into our camp day.   
 

A wonderful day was had by all who  
attended from the smallest Rainbow to the 
oldest Trefoil Member.  
Nikki Holdcroft and Tracey Dimerberline  



Party in the Park, Shugborough 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Centenary Launch, 5th September 2009 


