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News and views from Girlguiding Staffordshire  

From the County Commissioner . . .  
 

Things are really beginning to hot up in the preparations for the centenary ð 
please make sure you go to your next District meeting - itõs likely to be the key 
meeting before we start celebrating!  
 

From September 2009 we will experience a year like no other, can you imagine 
what it will be like to be a Brownie enjoying a fabulous launch party at  
Shugborough and perhaps going on a once in a lifetime Brownie Holiday to 
Pwllheli, or being with hundreds of other Brownies as they steam their way through fun and     
activities on the Churnet Valley Railway.  Good memories to last a lifetime and build a sound 
base on which to move Guiding forward for the next 100 years. Which adult having had these 
memories as a child would not be prepared to ôgive a little time to Guidingõ in the future? All our 
efforts for the centenary are to provide those ômountain top momentsõ for the girls while keeping 
the vision for the future in mind.  
 

And for the leaders ð itõs a big THANK YOU for all you do!                                          Pauline  

INSIDE: 
Young Leaders 

  - Talented Guides - 
A surprise party  

and more ...  

Ranger Update 
Staffordshire Ranger Guiders enjoyed a 
day at Hixon finding out about opportu-
nities for the Ranger programme includ-
ing D of E, Queens Guide, Outdoor  
Activities and International as well as 
enjoying a few challenging activities.  

Changing the World  
with a giggle  

On Monday 23rd March, 1st Penkridge 
Brownies took part in a Sponsored  
Giggle to raise funds for their local  

hospice, Compton Hospice in  
Wolverhampton. Not only did the girls 
giggle for a whole hour but they also 

spent the time making Easter themed pictures and collages for residents of the hospice.  
So far they have raised a total of £189 for the hospice.  

Having chosen to support Help for Hospices as their Changing the World charity, the Brownies will 
be continuing their fundraising efforts for Compton over the coming months.  

Celebrate the Centenary at Unity 2010!  
Come and join the funñ31st July to 7th August 2010ñShugborough Hall, Stafford 

Visit www.girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk to register your interest.  



CHQ Testers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday 24th March 2009, Jess, Amy, Akiiki 
and me ð four 13+ Guides from 7th Hanley 
Guides and 2 of our Guiders Karen and Sonia, 
met and Stoke Station travel to Leicester to 
take part in a CHQ consultation.  
We arrived at Girlguiding Leicester HQ to be 
met by another about 10 Senior Section  
members. We were there to test out a new 
resource pack for Senior Section members on 
emotional well being.  
During the day we meet other young people 
and took part in variety different activities.  
For me the best part was when we played 
ôfootball with a differenceõ This activity    
involved been really active and you are  
moving all of the time, working in a team, as 
well as giving good clear instructions. I also 
enjoyed making pasta with salmon and a  
pesto, although it looked pretty revolting it 
tasted really good.  We did a lot of discussion 
work that got a little boring, but I learned a 
little more about the people who were in the 
group.  
We had a debate about what the resource was 
to be called, and ôMe, myself and Iõ and 
ôBelieve in meõ came out on top. CHQ are  
carrying out more consultations and votes on 
the name of the resource so watch this space!  
I am glad that I will be over 14 when the pack 
comes out and will really enjoy completing it.  
Jessica Boswell  

7th  Hanley Guides  

Happy Young Leader?!?! 
So what have the Young Leader Advisers been 
up to over the last few months?  
Well, hopefully some of you will have been 
aware that we have been promoting the new 
Young Leader Qualification and the use of the 
Senior Section CD. 
Starting something new can be quite daunting 
so weõve produced an ôEasy Stepsõ Young 
Leader Qualification leaflet and separate  
simple records sheets. These can be 
downloaded from the new Young Leader pages 
of the County website ŗ why not log on and 
have a look!!!  
Weõve also clocked up a few miles travelling 
to the North, Central and South of the County 
to run training sessions on the YL Qualifica-
tion, eating plenty of sweets and cake!  
If you have any questions give your Division YL 
Adviser or us a shout. In the meantime we look 
forward to seeing lots of YL Qualification 
badges being awarded in your Division. 
Jo and Fiona  

Flizz in the wall  
 
The County Commissioner was 
busy putting meeting dates in 
her diary and copying to her 
calendar one evening, when 
she was heard to say:  

 
" Oh dear there is so much going on I think I 
need a Blueberry"!!  
 
Do you think she means a Blackberry??? 

Young Leader Training Night  
 
The Young 
Leader 
Training 
night was 
great        
because we 
got to meet 
Young   
Leaders from 
different 
units, which 

we donõt often get to do. We also got to share 
ideas, learn new things and have fun with 
games that could help us back at our units.  
An idea that I gained and will use is to try and 
have a starter and ending activity every      
session. I also learnt that your leaders and 
helpers can all do most of the jobs, so they 
need to be shared out fairly. Plus a Rainbow, 
Brownie or Guide night needs a lot of  
planning, preparation and organisation, which 
Young Leaders can often help with.  
Finally, Fiona and Jo were really welcoming 
and helpful and the drinks and cakes were a 
fantastic idea! I thought the session was very 
useful and more would be appreciated.  
Lizzi Fordam  
Young Leader from 1 St Newcastle (St Paulõs)  



Staffordshire Guides Have Got 
Talentééé 

And at our open auditions they proved they 
had! Congratulations to all who took part.  

What a great day - we saw dancers, singers, 
musicians, soloists and groups and were treated 
to a wealth of outstanding talent from across 
the county. Everyone had worked really hard to 
perfect their piece and we thank everyone for 
taking part. Unfortunately not everyone can be 
a winner but if you enjoyed the day as much as 
we did then you are winner.  
The judges felt that all the performers did    
exceptionally well and were very  
complimentary about the standard of  
performance they saw.  
I am delighted to announce that the winner  of 
Staffordshire Guides Have Got Talent iséé 
 

 Sarah Lewis.   
   òCONGRATULATIONSó 
Sarah is 13 and from Lapley Division and she 
danced to the Michael Buble song ôSwayõ. The 
judges, who were unanimous in their decision, 
said òshe owned the stage, smiled throughout 
and we wanted to see more, she is a worthy 
winner and we look forward to see her perform 
at Shugborough in September.ó  
In second place  was Laura Whittington  who 
sang and played guitar. Laura was excellent and 
showed a real talent for music. Laura is 15 and 
from Lapley Division. Congratulations Laura.  
In joint third place  were Bethany Howells,  a 
13 year old soloist from Stone Outward Division 
and Connect 3,  a group of 3 dancers Ellie, Katie 
and Laura from Stafford Division. Both acts    
delighted the judges and were very competent 
performers.  
Due to the high standard we will be giving the 
runners up the opportunity to perform alongside 
Sarah, so members from the county are in for a 
real treat.  
They all wowed the judges and are stars of the 
future. Girlguiding Staffordshire is very proud of 
you all.  
 

Everyone will have a chance to see our winner  
Sarah and the runners up perform at our  
Centenary Party in the Park  on September 5th 
at Shugborough Hall alongside faces from the 
world of music and entertainment.  
 

Please log onto the website from May 28 th as we 
reveal the line up for the party in our 100 day 
countdown.  
 

Maureen Recine 

We will rock you!  

The County Executive Committee packed its 
bags and went to London for its January  
meeting. It was a great privilege to be allowed 
to use the Council Chamber for the meeting 
(the first county to ever do so) and the  
committee had the added bonus of a talk 
about the work of the staff employed at CHQ 
plus a tour of the building led by Hilary  
Chittock, Head of Administrative Services. As 
it also happened to be the meeting day of the 
Centenary Planning Group, Sheran Oke, the 
lead volunteer, was also persuaded to come 
and talk for a little while on the national  
centenary plans.  
In the evening a group of 9 stayed over to  
enjoy a ôwildõ performance of ôWe Will Rock 
Youõ at the Dominion Theatre, a night at Pax 
Lodge and spent next morning in Camden 
Town market exploring all the possible ôpink 
gearõ that might be worn at the Region  
Carnival next April. We will rock you!  

Do you have an old style  
uniform?  
Would you like to model at 
the Centenary Launch?  
To add to the success of our Launch Party on the 
5th September at Shugborough,  we want to invite 
people to come dressed in  uniforms from each 
decade, òThis was us then and this is us nowó! 
If you can help, please contact Denise on 01785 

715137 or e-mail denise.healey@tiscali.co.uk  


