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News and views from Girlguiding Staffordshire  

Congratulations  
The Midland Region Chief Commissionerõs Award is awarded to  
active warranted appointment holders at Unit level for outstanding 
service to local Guiding. Awards were presented on 16th November 
2008 at Middleton Hall.  

 
Congratulations to:  
 
Rachel Aston (Lapley)  
Jackie Davis (Lapley)  
Mavis Hancock (Leek) 
Ruth Jenkins (Tamworth)  
Kath Myatt (Cannock) 
Hazel Plant (Tamworth)  
Sharon Simcock (Newcastle) 
Barbara Starling (Lichfield)  

From the County Commissioner . . .  
 

Happy New Year! Already it looks as though it is going to be an exciting one.  
Since November, the County GO Team have been busy preparing everyone for the day 
we GO live on the new national database. I feel very positive about this because I can 
see how useful it will be in aiding communications once itõs underway. A big thank-you 
to the group: Cathy Fettes, Helen Bullock, Alison Price and Ruth Twitchen for all they 
are doing.  
 

The County Young Leader Advisers, Joanne Basnett and Fiona Reale, have been working 
hard to introduce the new Young Leader scheme to the County, to make it easy to use they have produced 
an ôEasy Steps to the Young Leader Qualificationõ. They are very keen for the first Young Leader to 
achieve this in the County ð if you want to know more or want them to visit your District or Division, 
please get in touch. Joanne also came up with the idea of having a page on the website which offers 
ôIdeas on a plateõ i.e. games and activities that can be used in the unit meeting. I think this is a great idea 
ð start thinking about what you could offer and weõll let you know what to do in the next Gazette. 
 

With so much happening or in the planning phase ready for the centenary ð thereõs going to be 
much more information on the website ð so watch this space!             
              Pauline McKie  

INSIDE: 
Thinking Day  
  - Innovate - 

Leadership Congrats 
and more ...  

The latest Baden Powell Challenge 
Adventure took Guides from  
Staffordshire on a quest to discover 
the home of the Beatles.  
Read about their ômagical mystery 
tourõ on the County website: 
www.girlguidingstaffordshire.org.uk/news  

 

BP  
Beatles 

Have you chosen your 
Changing the World  

project yet?  
 

For inspiration visit  
www.girlguiding.org.uk/changingtheworld  



The first in a new series:  
 

"The C.C.'s Flyzz On The Wall Spot" 
Did you know that Pauline has a new office 
at our county H.Q.? I bet you didn't know 
that she slept in it one Saturday night in 
Jan 09? On an airbed!! Why was that you 
may ask? Had she had a stressful meeting 
and had too much to drink? No, she helps 
out with the training of Stafford's D of E 
group and they were staying over night 

then going map 
reading the next 
day!  
 
From  
"The C.C.'s fly on 
the wall"   

Cannock 
Denise Arnold 
Jill Stewart 
Karen Arbury 
Joanne Carter (AM) 
 
Lapley 
Kathryn Davenport 
Samantha Henderson 
Lindsey Ellison 
Claire Blanchard 
Nikki Bird 
Natalie Whitton 
Diane Dashfield 
Sue Farmer (AM) 
 
Leek 
Helena Nicol 
Rachel Barlow 
Claire Keen 
Kimberley Reeves 
Rosemary Scales 
 
Lichfield 
Laura Aitken 
Helen Winter 
Jeanine Hill 
Kim Dwyer 
Shelley Squires 
Kirsty Lewis 
Claire Stevens 
Louise Bishop 
Fay Wainwright 
Tracey Arms (AM) 
 

Longton 
Gill Rawlinson 
Amy Leadbeater 
Ann Leadbeater (AM) 
 
Newcastle 
Hannah Whitfield 
Alex Taylor 
Carol Adams 
Stafford 
Hilary Houghton 
Lorraine Parry 
 
Stoke North 
Christine Gallimore 
 
Stoke South 
Kirsty Tomkins 
Rachel Parkes 
Victoria Millward (AM) 
 
Stone and Eccleshall 
Lauren Moore 
Rachel Barton 
 
Stone Outward 
Maria Frost 
Helen Nuttall (AM) 
 
Tamworth 
Sharon Ward 
Marie Hames (AM) 

Leadership Awards  
Congratulations to everyone who has 
completed their Leadership  
Qualification or Additional Modules:  

Innovate 2008       
Friday Night  
After a long journey of eight hours,   
I arrived at PGL Dalguise - the       
location of Innovate 2008. Friday 
eveningõs entertainment involved a 
variety of relaxed challenges and 
icebreakers such as the Yes/No game, Consequences          
and Charades etc.  
 
Saturday  
Saturday morning began with an official welcome from all 
the Innovate Planning Team and a reminder about the      
purpose and value of the weekend. Ready to make a         
difference to Girlguiding UK, we all proceeded into our  
workshops. I had opted to take part in the ôHard Up, Not Left 
Outõ workshop which involved examining what financial   
barriers exist in Guiding and the ways of overcoming them. 
The three hour Saturday morning session was spent debating 
what the term ôfinancial barriersõ actually meant, whether 
any existed in Girlguiding UK organisation and if so, what 
they were. One of the most revealing activities was when 
Lizzi, our workshop leader, asked each member to write 
down how much they had spent on guiding in the last year. 
The range of amounts was fascinating ð from nearly £3000 
right down to absolutely nothing. After lunch it was ôWhy 
Donõt Youõ time. The ôWhy Donõt Youõ activities gave each 
participant the opportunity to let off a bit of steam by trying 
something a bit different or reacquainting themselves with 
some old favourite. I had chosen quilling and fencing. By end 
of the session we were all exhausted but weõd all had a great 
time. A traditional Ceilidh was Saturday nightõs                 
entertainment interspersed with bath bomb making, a silent 
auction and disco. The Scottish members of Innovate were in 
high demand throughout the evening as they were the only 
ones who had any idea of the steps.  
 
Sunday 
After a much needed extra hour in bed, everyone made their 
way back once again to their workshops. Following  
yesterdayõs discussions, the ôHard Up, Not Left Outõ group 
set about thinking of ways to approach the problem of  
financial barriers and any possible solutions. All of our  
efforts culminated in the design of resources to help combat 
the problem. These include a book detailing 100 unit  
activities that could be done for free and a ôSwap Shopõ style 
website for both uniform and other equipment. After lunch 
and a visit to the Fringe event set up to publicise the many 
opportunities within Girlguiding UK ð we all headed off our 

separate ways.  
 
Jenny Davenport 
 
 
Read Jennyõs full 
report on the 
County website  
 
 
Fun at the Ceilidh  

 


